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Recommendations for Researchers 
Hyland (2007) 

• Clear 

• Accurate 

• Concise 

• Self Mention 

• Hedges 

• Citation 

• Genre 
Structures 

• Useful Frameworks 

• Considerations 

• Reader Types 

• Motivate Reader 

Audience 
& Purpose 

Structure 

Language Awareness 



Characteristics of Scientific Writing 

 

• 'objective' not 'subjective',  

• 'intellectual' not 'emotional',  

• 'serious' not 'conversational',  

• 'impersonal' not 'personal',  

• 'formal' rather than 'colloquial’ 

 

Clanchy and Ballard (1992), cited in (Jordan, 1997: 244)  

http://www.llas.ac.uk/materialsbank/mb105/Academic_Style.html


Who? 
 

AUDIENCE 



Writing Considerations 

AUDIENCE 

• who? 

• level of knowledge 

TONE 

• Style, 

• manner of expression,  

• grammar,  

• vocabulary, 

• length of sentences 

PURPOSE 

• persuasive, 

• expository 







 ” You can understand 

that we are very 
excited. We have to 
have a letter off to 
Nature in a day or so. 
 
Lots of Love 

Daddy ” 
 



 



 ………………………………….. 



Know your Readers 

• How much does your audience know about 
the subject?  

• Is the document for a research supervisor, a 
journal, a public official?  

• How should a document’s technical formality 
and style be adjusted for its reader(s)?  

• Do the writer’s intentions match the reader’s 
expectations?  

 



#1 The Field Intelligence Gatherer 



#2 The Competitor 
 

 



#3 The Seeker of a Problem to Solve 

 

 



#4 The Solution Seeker 



#5 The Young Researcher 



#6 The Serendipitous Reader 



MOTIVATION 

Meet the goals of your readers to motivate 
them (Lebrun, 2007) 



Recommendations for Researchers 
Hyland (2007) 

• Clear 

• Accurate 

• Concise 

• Self Mention 

• Hedges 

• Citation 

• Genre 
Structures 

• Useful Frameworks 

• Reader Types 

• Motivate Reader 

Audience 
& Purpose 

Structure 
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STRUCTURE?  
 
 



Scientific Discourse Community  



Schematic Structures  

Introductions - Swales (1990) 

Methods – Peacock (2007) 

Results Brett (1994) 

Discussion (Lewin et al. 2001) 

Abstracts (Hyland, 200/2004) 

 

Research Proposals 

 



MOVES in INTRODUCTION 

• MOVE 1: Establishing a Territory     

Claiming Centrality  

Making Topic Generalizations  

Reviewing Previous Research  

 

• MOVE 2: Establishing a Niche 

  Counter-Claiming  
   Indicating a Gap  
 Question-Raising  
   Continuing a Tradition  

 

• MOVE 3: Occupying the Niche     

 Outlining Purposes  

 Announcing Present Research  
Announcing Main Findings  
Indicating Structure of the Article  
Evaluation of Findings 

 

This move can describe the current situation, 
features and characteristics of that area of 
study, as well as why it is an important field 
and who has already been working in it.  

The most common way of achieving this is to present a 
negative evaluation of some feature of the research 
"territory" described in Move 1. This is often signalled 
by words expressing a contrast or negative evaluation  

Here, the writer states how s/he intends to fill the 
gap, answer the specific question or continue the 
research tradition that was described in Move 2. 

http://sana.tkk.fi/awe/style/reporting/sections/intros/cars/cars1.html
http://sana.tkk.fi/awe/style/reporting/sections/intros/cars/cars2.html
http://sana.tkk.fi/awe/style/reporting/sections/intros/cars/cars3.html


MOVE 1: Establishing a Territory   

 The effect of...has been studied extensively in recent years. 
The effects of... have received considerable attention  
Many investigators have recently turned to... 
A large body of data concerning...has been reported. 
In recent years, there have been many papers describing... 
Recently, there has been wide interest in... 
In recent years, researchers have become increasingly interested in... 
Knowledge of...has great importance for... 
The study of...has become an important aspect of... 
The theory that...has led to the hope that… 
A long-standing problem has been to obtain more information on… 
A central issue in...is the validity of... 

 
 The general features of... are well known. 

Plumage coloration is known to influence mate selection in mallards.  
An increase of Mallards in eastern North America has been well documented.  
Trout are believed to be relatively immobile. 
It is generally accepted that...  

  
 Smith (1989) found a clear relationship between...  

Smith (1989) argued that...  
Smith (1989) concluded that...  
It has been suggested that...(Smith 1989) 
Data have been presented in the literature which show that...(Smith 1989) 
Observations by Smith (1989) suggest that... 



MOVE 2: Establishing a Niche 

However, this view is challenged by recent data showing... 
However, these studies have failed to recognize the... 
 
A considerable amount of research has been... but little research... 
...has been extensively studied. However, less attention has been paid to... 
As a result, no comprehensive theory appears to exist. 
Despite the importance of..., few researchers have studied... 
Research has tended to focus on...rather than... 
The only reported study to date of...covered a limited range of... 
...studies have appeared previously in the literature, but measurements were restricted to... 
 
These differences need to be analyzed... 
Hence, additional studies of...are needed. 
 
 



MOVE 3: Occupying the Niche – Outlining Purpose 

HUMAN AGENT: 
 
In this study, we suggest a 3-
step process...  
In this letter, we propose a 
...algorithm.  
In this paper, we attempt to 
develop a...  
In this article, we provide a 
novel approach to...  
In this paper, we describe novel 
algorithms for...  
In this paper, we present a 
system for...  
Here, we will analyze the 
performance of...  
In this letter, we present an 
efficient routing protocol that...  
 

INANIMATE AGENT: 
 
This paper evaluates the effect on...  
This paper presents data on...  
This study focuses on a strategy 
for...  
The present study tested...  
This thesis proposes a formal 
procedure for...  
This paper introduces a novel 
architecture for...  
This research aims to develop a 
methodology for...  
 



Author as actor:  
In Section II, we describe the framework used to... 
In Section IV, I present the model used to...  
 
Text as actor:  
Section II describes the framework used to... 
Section IV presents the model used to...  
 
Content as subject:  
In Section II, the framework is described that was used to... 
In Section IV, the model is presented...  
 

MOVE 3: Occupying the Niche - Indicating article structure 



MOVES 

• MOVE 1: Establishing a Territory     

Claiming Centrality  

Making Topic Generalizations  

Reviewing Previous Research  

 

• MOVE 2: Establishing a Niche 

  Counter-Claiming  
   Indicating a Gap  
 Question-Raising  
   Continuing a Tradition  

 

• MOVE 3: Occupying the Niche     

  Outlining Purposes  

  Announcing Present Research  
 Announcing Main Findings  
 Indicating Structure of the Article  
 Evaluation of Findings 

 

This move can describe the current situation, 
features and characteristics of that area of 
study, as well as why it is an important field 
and who has already been working in it.  

The most common way of achieving this is to present a 
negative evaluation of some feature of the research 
"territory" described in  
Move 1. This is often signalled by words expressing a 
contrast or negative evaluation  

Here, the writer states how s/he intends to fill the 
gap, answer the specific 
 question or continue the research tradition that was 
described in Move 2. 

STRONGER 
 
 

WEAKER 

http://sana.tkk.fi/awe/style/reporting/sections/intros/cars/cars1.html
http://sana.tkk.fi/awe/style/reporting/sections/intros/cars/cars2.html
http://sana.tkk.fi/awe/style/reporting/sections/intros/cars/cars3.html


  

 Obesity is the strongest risk factor for knee osteoarthritis 
(OA), but evidence from cross-sectional surveys for a link 
between obesity and hand OA is inconsistent. Findings from 
the longitudinal Tecumseh Community Health Study suggest 
that adult obesity is associated with incident hand OA in men 
and women ages 50–74 years. The mechanism underlying the 
association between increased body weight and OA probably 
involves mechanical loading across joints. 

  
 However, the force across hand joints is not necessarily 

greater in persons who are overweight, and metabolic factors 
associated with obesity have been implicated; some of these, 
such as impaired glucose tolerance, are also linked to low 
weight at birth. The relationship between OA and body weight 
in early life is not known. Using prospectively collected data 
from a large, population-based birth cohort, we examined the 
relationship between birth weight, childhood growth, adult 
weight, and hand OA. 

  
  
 
 

Introduction task 



LANGUAGE? 
 
Objective 
Precise  
Clear  
 
 



OBJECTIVITY & PRECISION 



Objectivity: any claims that you make need to be 
based on facts, not intuition or emotion 

 

Precision: ambiguities in writing cause confusion 
and may prevent a reader from grasping 
crucial aspects of the methodology and 
synthesis 

 



Objectivity : Don’t Fear Pronouns 

….. when they are appropriate. 

 

  

 

 

 

 



Passives 





Words that indicate a lack of precision 
in scientific  writing 



Precision 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

1. Researchers  have found that experiments with 
 crops under reduced lighting require a 

considerable 
 amount of time because the seeds germinate so  
 slowly. 



CLARITY 

Concepts and methods in the sciences can 
often be complex; writing that is difficult to 
follow greatly amplifies the reader’s  
confusion. 
 



DETACHED PRONOUNS 
 

This, it, they, them and their 



Example 

 The cellular automaton (CA) cell, a natural 
candidate to model the electrical activity of a 
cell, is an ideal component to use in the 
simulation of intercellular communications, 
such as those occurring between cardiac cells, 
and to model abnormal asyn- chronous 
propagations, such as ectopic beats, initiated 
and propagated cell-to-cell, regardless of the 
complexity of THEIR patterns.  

 

 



Keep these Happily Married Couples Together 



Take home message 

 

Minimize the time, memory, and energy needed 
for reading while keeping your readers attention 
and motivation high. 
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