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Please read and follow the instructions found at the bottom of this form. Click on the highlighted grey area to enter text. Double click to place a check in the boxes” (e.g., §A2).

Note especially the following: 

1. If you exceed the specified word limits, your application will not be sent to the reviewers.

2. If you do not supply two letters of recommendation, your application will not be sent to the reviewers. Separate letters from proposed supervisors are not accepted since supervisors have space to comment within this form.

3. If there is any copying or paraphrasing of text and ideas of another applicant or another source (from the web, books, etc.) and the material is not clearly indicated and referenced to the original source, then we will consider this plagiarism and we will automatically submit the application materials to the universities/institutions involved and begin a formal plagiarism investigation.

A. General information about the applicant

A1.  Contact details 

	Full name (first, middle, last name) and year of birth

     

	Contact address

     

	Phone, E-mail

     


Top of Form

A2. Has the applicant completed the M.Sc.?         MACROBUTTON HTMLDirect [image: image1.wmf]
 Yes
  MACROBUTTON HTMLDirect [image: image2.wmf]
No

Bottom of Form

If YES, when and where?

     


If NO, when do you expect to earn the degree?

     


A3. Has the applicant read and understood the following chapters of the ISB Handbook, 6th Edition, available as a pdf file at www.abo.fi/isb: 1 “So you want to study for the Ph.D.?”, 3 “Obligations of graduate students”, 8 “ISB applications – prospective graduate students”, 12 “Non-discrimination policy”, 13 “Professional and scientific ethics”, 14 “Good practices in scientific research” and 15 “Plagiarism – No-tolerance policy”?

Top of Form

  MACROBUTTON HTMLDirect [image: image3.wmf]
 Yes         MACROBUTTON HTMLDirect [image: image4.wmf]
No, and why not?      
Bottom of Form

B. Proposed supervisor(s) 

Section B is to be completed by the proposed supervisor(s).

B1. Research group that the applicant is seeking to join

	Proposed supervisor(s) name(s), position(s)

     

	Institute

     

	Contact information: phone, E-mail

     


B2. Main emphasis area for the research (Please tick one box only)

Top of Form

  MACROBUTTON HTMLDirect [image: image5.wmf]
      Bioinformatics, computational chemistry, structural bioinformatics

Bottom of Form

Top of Form

  MACROBUTTON HTMLDirect [image: image6.wmf]
      Experimental sciences (biochemistry, cell biology, molecular biology, etc.)

Bottom of Form

Top of Form

  MACROBUTTON HTMLDirect [image: image7.wmf]
      Structural biology, biophysics, nanotechnology

Bottom of Form

Top of Form

  MACROBUTTON HTMLDirect [image: image8.wmf]
      Other (please specify):      
Bottom of Form

B3. Statement in support of the applicant, written by the supervisor. Please include a very brief description of the process used in the selection of the sponsored student. It is extremely important that you the supervisor(s) will thoroughly prescreen and interview potential applicants (Please see §E8). Please inform us if less than 48 months is expected for the student to complete the Ph.D. (e.g. due to previous research and publications) (≤ 500 words)

     
B4. (1) Specifically, how will the project fit within the general objectives of ISB to promote multidisciplinary research at the interface between computational and experimental research? (2) How will the applicant’s study plan and researcher training reflect these objectives? (≤ 500 words)

     
B5. Place, date and signature(s) of proposed supervisor(s). I/We are arranging the funding for the applicant for 48 months of study.

     
C. Proposed research project

Section C is to be completed by the applicant in consultation with the proposed supervisor.

C1. Title 

     
C2. Abstract (≤ 150 words)

     
C3. Background (≤ 500 words)

     
C4. List of aims/objectives and how goals will be achieved (≤ 1000 words)

     
C5. How do the research and educational plans of the applicant fit within the scope of ISB? (≤ 500 words)

     
C6. Methods. (≤ 500 words)

     
C7. Multidisciplinary and collaborative aspects of the research; other comments. (≤ 500 words)

     
D. Additional information
D1. How did the applicant find out about ISB? 

     
Top of Form

D2. Are you currently a doctoral student?   MACROBUTTON HTMLDirect [image: image9.wmf]
 Yes     MACROBUTTON HTMLDirect [image: image10.wmf]
No 

Bottom of Form

If “Yes”, when did you begin your studies?

     
D5. Applicant’s CV (maximum 1 page) must include the date of birth, nationality, description of education and positions held, description of M.Sc. (title, research topic, supervisor, university and department, completion date), work experience and any other relevant details that the applicant wishes to include.  

     
D6. List of publications, patents or submitted manuscripts, if any. Can they be used for the Ph.D.?

     
D7. Place, date and signature of the applicant

     
E. Instructions and notes (please read and follow carefully)

E1. Applications are in English. Please read the ISB Handbook, 6th Edition as described in §A3 (above). Applications are prepared together with the proposed supervisor. Please contact a supervisor within ISB before proceeding further with the application. Incomplete applications cannot be processed. 

E2. Closing dates for applications. Applications are accepted at anytime but will be processed only three times per year, with closing dates of March 15, and September 1. Applications (E-mail) received after 1600 local time on the closing date will not be processed. Supporting paper copies must be received within 7 days after the closing date of the application round. Applicants will be informed of decisions usually within 1-2 months.

E3. Eligibility. Applicants do not need to have an M.Sc. degree to apply to ISB, but documented proof of the degree must be received by ISB before doctoral studies may begin. Foreign students are encouraged to apply but you must do so in conjunction with a supervisor belonging to ISB. There is no limit on the number of applications submitted and involving a single supervisor.

E4. Non-discrimination policy. ISB has a policy of non-discrimination with respect to gender, age, nationality, etc. All applications are handled in an identical manner.

E5. When completed, (1) please E-mail pdf files to isb@abo.fi:

· Completed application form 

· M.Sc. degree, copy of an official document, if relevant

· Copy of official university grades 

· DO NOT SEND passports or original copies of important documents to us; then we cannot lose them.

and (2) mail the original signed forms and official documents to: 


ISB


c/o Department of Biosciences (Biochemistry)


Åbo Akademi University


Artillerigatan 6A


FI-20520   Åbo/Turku, FINLAND

E6. Evaluation statements. Two knowledgeable individuals should be requested to send an evaluation of the applicant by post and E-mail directly to ISB. Applicants: Please pass on these instructions and our address, above, to the evaluators. 

Instructions for the evaluators: Dear evaluator, please give us your candid and honest opinion about the capabilities of the applicant who is applying to begin a 4-year doctoral program within our doctoral program. Letters should address the applicant’s past achievements and the potential of the applicant to successfully complete the doctoral degree. Thank you!

In particular, students will be under severe pressure to complete within about 4 years – in your opinion, is the applicant self-motivated and capable of working the long hours required for a successful outcome? 

How long have you known the applicant and in what capacity (e.g. advisor? teacher? masters degree supervisor?). 

How would you rate the applicant overall with respect to a successful outcome in a doctoral program using the following scale? Fractional scores may be used, e.g., 3.5.

· 1 (will have extremely difficulty in completing doctoral studies)

· 2 (will have some difficulty in completing a doctorate)

· 3 (good prospects and should complete doctorate on schedule) 

· 4 (excellent prospects and is capable of completing doctoral studies in 4 years)

Finnish law requires that we provide applicants with statements written about them if requested, but in such a case we will blank-out any identifying information. Because of the tight schedule arranged for reviews and decisions, statements should be received within 7 days after the closing date. Please (1) Fax (+358 2 230 5018) or E-mail (isb@abo.fi) a pdf file of your comments to ISB and (2) post the signed original to ISB at the address above. 

E7. Selection process and transparency. All applications undergo competitive evaluation by 4-10 reviewers. Our past experience has shown that there is a remarkable consistency among the reviewers’ opinions and the large number of reviewers allows us to identify extreme views and weight them appropriately. The submitted applications and discussions that take place during the selection process are confidential. Reviewers never participate in evaluations or discussions when a conflict of interest exists with an applicant. Because all applicants have been pre-screened by the sponsoring supervisor, all applicants should be excellent applicants and acceptable to ISB. Decisions are based on the materials that have been submitted to ISB. Decisions approved by the Board of ISB are final. Final results will be posted on the ISB web site and applicants will be informed by E-mail and by letter. 

E8. Instructions to supervisors. It is very important that supervisors wishing to sponsor an application select the best student for submission – supervisors should spend some effort on recruiting excellent students. The supervisor should organize an in-depth interview and explore the capabilities of the students wishing to join the research group. If a supervisor comes into contact with a student of superior ability but is unable to sponsor the student, the supervisor should assist the student in making contact with another supervisor within ISB. Foreign students holding a valid M.Sc. can be members of ISB and some of our best performing students have been from abroad – but it is important that supervisors thoroughly vet both local and foreign applicants.

The supervisor should take part in formulating the research project submitted as part of the application. The supervisor is to complete and sign §B. Supervisors may not assist the applicant in any way with regard to completing the exam i.e. §G. Please take note of the comments in §E3 (Eligibility) above. If you have any questions, please contact us by E-mail (isb@abo.fi) or by phone: Fredrik Karlsson (+358-2-215-4019) or Mark Johnson (+358-2-215-4014).

F. Supporting documents (checklist)

F1. Official documents (having a university stamp on the original ) should be scanned and submitted as a separate file to ISB with the application. A photocopy of these documents must also be mailed to ISB along with one copy of the application, signed by the applicant and by the proposed supervisor(s). Documents are accepted within 7 days after the application closing date.

Top of Form

 MACROBUTTON HTMLDirect [image: image11.wmf]
 Copy of official proof of M.Sc., if awarded.   MACROBUTTON HTMLDirect [image: image12.wmf]
 Official copy of university grades

Bottom of Form

F2. The applicant must ask two individuals that have knowledge of the applicant’s abilities to send in confidence an evaluation letter directly to ISB. Letters will be accepted within 7 days after the closing date for applications. See §E6 for detailed instructions for the reviewers. These letters are required in order to process the application! Letters from proposed supervisors are not accepted since supervisors have space to comment within this form.
Top of Form

  MACROBUTTON HTMLDirect [image: image13.wmf]
 Two evaluation letters (maximum) have been requested

Bottom of Form

G. Student “exam” under supervision of a third party

VERY IMPORTANT! 

This exam is to be completed under supervision of a senior member of an institute’s staff, but NO assistance in any way is to be given. 

Two hours maximum time may be used for the exam. 

Please indicate the name, position, institute and phone number of the supervising party and forward the exam within 7 days of the closing date to ISB. 

Applicants: Use your own words. If there is any copying or close paraphrasing of text and ideas of another applicant or another source (from the web, books, etc.) and the material is not clearly indicated and referenced to the original source, then we will consider this plagiarism and we will automatically submit the application materials to the universities/institutions involved and begin a formal plagiarism investigation. We will not accept excuses such as “I have a photographic memory” since if this is true then you certainly will not have forgotten where the material came from. 

G1. Very briefly address these two points: (1) Why does the applicant want to join ISB? (2) What are the future plans of the applicant, i.e. ideally what will the applicant want to be doing 5 and 10 years from now?

G2. Essay topic. Answer one question from section H, below. (2 pages maximum)

H. Short essay topics (choose one only)

H1. What do you see as the advantage of combining both computational and experimental methods within the same research project?

H2. How can structural biology or biophysical studies contribute towards understanding results from biochemistry and cell biology?

H3. What do think is meant by ”bioinformatics” and ”systems biology”? 

H4. Why do high throughput methods require computational chemistry/bioinformatics for the analysis of the data?
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